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“What Is Your Faith Doing?” 


by the Associate Editor 


“Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not 
do what I tell you?”—LUKE 6:46. 


FAITH TO LIVE BY is one which coura- 

geously, expectantly compels us to demon- 
strate it in deeds. Jesus was concerned about dis- 
ciples who did not indicate by their actions that 
they possessed what they professed. 


The burning question is a disturbing reminder 
to us today. It is a reminder that if we truly have 
a faith by which to live it is as inseparable from 


works as the light from a bulb. 

This kind of faith not only sustains us when we 
are tempted to regard shabby triviality and nomi- 
nal church relationship as acceptable, but it also 
steels us for confronting life situations requiring 


faith to be demonstrated by deeds. 


When Dr. John Paul Pack delivered his presi- 
dential keynote address at the 1959 assembly of 
the International Convention of Christian Churches 
August 28, he pled for a “dynamic faith’—one 
which does things. Then the Seattle minister fired 
a valid question at us: “What is your faith do- 
ing?” 

It is an important question. Its rhetorical usage 
does not invalidate the necessity for us to answer 
it as we search our hearts and consider future 
course of action. Yes, we need a dynamic faith 
that is doing something. 


ee 
Everything depends upon our willingness to af- 
firm our faith through acts of obedience, courage 
and love. It is all-important, yet you and I are 
almost willing to hop onto the noisy carrousel of 


superficial living. We look around to see church 
members, perhaps even our friends or associates, 
whose modus operandi is action based on shallow 
expediency and self-centered security—and we are 
almost willing to “go along” with it. 

But in moments of self-examination and prayer 
we find hope and dedication again bringing us to 
the realization that we do have a faith to live by. 
We discover that Jesus’ words are probing the 
depths of our souls. ... “Why do you call me 
Lord, Lord, and not do what I tell you?” 

What is your faith doing? Let us never loose 
sight of that quality of faith which must be 


demonstrated. This is the only faith by which we 
live. 
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“Books are the quietest and constant friends, 
they are the most accessible and wisest of coun- 
sellors, and the most patient of teachers.” 


(Charles W. Eliot, The Happy Life) 


Trumpet Call of Reformation 


by Oliver Read Whitley. A fast-paced 
book illustrating the evolution of Dis- 


ciple thought on problems such as 
You will find Bible interpretation, church member- 


ship and colleges, organization, music, 
that very true etc. Writings of Alexander Campbell 


d others in the Disciples’ formative 
about Bethany and others i p 


years tell of the controversies of that 


Press Books, period. 10T591, $3.95 
especially with : 
these 5 great, 


Here Comes Elijah 

brand-new , by Frances Dunlap Heron. A charming, nostalgic 
: volumes. .’ # story about Elijah Scott Dunlap, an unsung hero 
of Christian family life. It is also the story of 
the rural Midwest in the late 19th and early 20th 


century. Illustrated. 10H426, $3.95 
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lems. In this interpretation of the Christian message of 
redemption, the author presents ways in which Christian 
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“The opportunity for Christian witness today is unlimited. 
The whole world is a Macedonia crying, ‘Come and help us’ ” 


Called to Mis Purpose 


by John Paul Pack 


This article is from the address of Dr. John Paul 
Pack at the opening session of the 1959 Interna- 
tional Convention assembly in Denver, Colorado. 
He was president of the assembly, having been 
elected at the 1958 convention in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. He is minister of University Church, 
Seattle, Washington. 


We know that in everything God works 
for good with those who love him, who 
are called according to his purpose.— 
ROMANS 8:28. 


HE call to his purpose is the call to faith. We 

often hear is said that it makes no difference 
what you believe, it is what you do that counts. 
This is not altogether true, for what you do in 
any situation is based upon your thinking; -and 
your thinking in turn is based upon your knowl- 
edge of the facts. 

But what are you going to do when you do not 
have a knowledge of the facts? Such as when 
we face life’s ultimate questions: Where did we 
come. from? Why are we here? Where are we 
going? You do not have a scientific knowledge of 
the facts at this point. What are you going to do? 
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I will tell you what you are going to do: you 
are going to assume something, believe something. 
Faith is the assumption you make in the realm 
where you can neither prove nor disprove. Surely 
this is what Jesus had in mind when he said, “Let 
not your heart be troubled; believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me.” 

Faith is something dynamic. Faith is not faith 
until it becomes action. The Red Sea did not 
recede until the feet of the marching Israelites 
touched the water’s edge. The Eternal provided 
a sacrifice when Abraham raised the ‘knife and 
was ready to plunge it into Isaac’s heart. He said, 
“God provides on the hill.” The reason so many 
people do not know this is that they never attempt 
what cannot be done without God’s help. But 
faith gets things done. 

Paul wrote to the Romans: “I thank God that 
the report of your faith has gone throughout the 
world.” What about the report of our faith? 
What is your faith doing? You may be sure it 
is doing something—to lift or lower, to warm or 
chill, to help or harm. “Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
Fear is the substance of the things you are afraid 
of and the evidence of the things you dread. What 
is your faith doing within your own life? 
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Faith is belief grown into conviction, and con- 
viction is something with which to conquer. What 
is your faith doing to others? 

Our faith is doing far more than we realize. 
If, for example, a person in this city is suddenly 
ill or injured in the streets, someone will call an 
ambulance and he will be taken to a hospital and 
cared for by competent doctors and nurses. This 
will happen regardless of the man’s class, color, 
or condition, and this is so because of the Chris- 
tian concept of man as a child of God. 

The fact we too often overlook is that there 
are hundreds of millions of people in the world for 
whom, in such circumstances, there is no am- 
bulance, no hospital, no doctor, no nurse, and no 
one who cares whether they live or die. The basic 
reason for this is that there are millions, including 
such victims, who ac¢éept the idea that whatever 
happens in this world is the will of God. Faith 
is more than a personal possession, it is a social 
force. 

Dr. Gunnar Myrdol, the Swedish Sociologist who 
has made one of the most significant studies of 
inter-racial tension in the United States, says it 
is easier to increase than to decrease race prej- 
udice and yet, paradoxically, race prejudice is 
decreasing. How come? Because of the steadfast 
pressure of the Church of Jesus Christ which be- 
lieves that God has made of one blood all nations 
of men and wants liberty and justice for all. 
Through our membership in the church, therefore, 
we often do better than we are. 

One hundred years ago most Christian bodies 
in the South were insisting that slavery was Chris- 
tian, but the conviction did not live long. Today 
there are many Christians in the South who ap- 
parently believe that segregation is Christian, but 
there is no major Christian body in the South 
which asserts that segregation can be reconciled 
with Christianity. As members of the church, 
some of us behave better than we are. 

Some years ago when Dr. Perry E. Gresham was 
minister of the church which I serve, a university 
student one day made his Christian confession, 
was baptized, and later decided for full-time Chris- 
tian service. Continuing in graduate school, he 
now holds a responsible position in the life of our 
brotherhood. His name is Jay Calhoun. The 
other day, while speaking in our church, he ex- 
pressed appreciation for all whose faith had built 
and maintained the church on that corner so that 
the gospel became real to him at a most critical 
time in his youth. Every Christian here has a 
similar testimony. Because of our faith we are 
more than we are and we behave better than we 
are. The togetherness of our faith works won- 
ders. 

At this very moment in Argentina, the Belgian 
Congo, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Oki- 
nawa, Paraguay, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
Southern Rhodesia, Thailand, the Union of South 
Africa, and the United States of America—our 
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missionaries are at work, preaching the good news 
to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, 
opening the eyes of the blind, setting at liberty 
those who are oppressed. 

They are operating churches, schools, and ‘hos- 
pitals. The ignorant are being taught, the sick 
are being healed, lives are being saved, and little 
children are getting the chance to fulfill their 
being. Our faith is doing this, for without our 
support this saving enterprise would fold up over- 
night. 

We should not feel too proud of ourselves, how- 
ever, for the missionaries carry most of the load, 
giving more than they are obliged to give and 
taking less than they have a right to take. 

The opportunity for Christian witness today is 
unlimited. The whole world is a Macedonia cry- 
ing, “Come over and help us!” There are at least 
500 million people in the world who are illiterate, 
hungary, and sick. But there are thousands of 
people in our churches who spend more for dog- 
food than they give to agricultural missions. They 
spend more for the daily paper than they give to 





“«, . . we stand on the threshold of 
another decade which we dare to 
call ‘The Decade of Decision.’ God 
grant that it may begin with a 
decision in our hearts tonight; a 
decision to forget the things that 
are past and to press on toward 
God’s high call in Christ.” 


—JOHN PAUL PACK 








educational missions. They spend more for sleep- 
ing pills than they give to medical missions. If all 
the Christians of America began to even approxi- 
mate the sacrifice of the missionaries, the world 
could look to the future with renewed hope. 

The call to His purpose is a call to the faith 
that we are co-laborers with God. It naturally 
follows, therefore, that the call to His purpose is 
also the call to obedient service. 

The word “must” was often on the Master’s 
lips: “I must be about my Father’s business. I 
must preach the good news. I must go to Jeru- 
salem. The Son of Man must suffer. I must work 
the works of Him who sent me while it is day 
for the night cometh when no man can work.” 
It does not follow that Jesus wanted to go to 
Jerusalem, or that He relished the thought of dy- 
ing on the cross. He sweat blood in Gethsemane 
before re-collecting the courage he needed to go 
through with it. Two wills were in conflict—his 
will and God’s will. 

In answering the call to God’s purpose He said: 
“I came not to do my own will but the will of Him 
who sent me.” After praying, “Father, not my 
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will but thine be done,’’ He came out of Gethsem- 
ane the master of himself and the world. He 
said to His disciples, ‘‘Whoever would be great 
among you must be the servant of all.”” He spoke 
to the hero in the soul and they responded. All of 
them save one, according to tradition, died a 
violent death in a foreign land where they had 
gone to serve the Lord. They did not want to 
suffer and die. Philip did not feel like being 
hanged. Bartholomew did not want to be skinned 
alive. Matthias did not feel like having his head 
cut off, and Peter and Andrew did not want to be 
crucified—but they were called to obedience. 

But where, I ask you, where in all history do 
you find such overwhelming evidence of life fulfilled 
as is provided by Jesus Christ, our Lord, and his 
early disciples. Jesus displayed in peace and power 
the victory that overcomes the world, and his 
disciples faced their own death with more life than 
the most fortunate men of the world dreamed pos- 
sible. 

“Monganba,” the [NBC television] film depicting 
the work of Dr. John Ross in the Belgian Congo, 
was first shown in connection with the annual 
convention of the American Medical Association 
meeting in Seattle. A coast-to-coast telecast, the 
doctors saw it on a large screen in color. It was 
about the time of the Hungarian uprising. At the 
close of the program a young doctor was over- 
heard saying to another: “You know, the only 
people who are really living today are the Hun- 
garians, fighting for their freedom, and men like 
John Ross.” The sacrifice of the Lord’s servants 
may look forbidding to the self-centered, but the 
servants, shedding blood, sweat, and tears, cry: 
“Don’t feel sorry for us.” 

If there are things we ought to do we had better 
put ourselves on the spot so we will have to do 
them. If we trust our generous impulses and 
wait until we feel like it, they will never be done. 
There is no way to avoid suffering. It is inherent. 
It is hard to get born, it is hard to live and hard 
to die, though the end will come sooner than we 
expect. 

The only intelligent response to our predicament 
is to answer the call to His purpose—the call to 
obedient service. We are not to please ourselves. 
The Master certainly did not please Himself. The 
fact is, of course, we cannot please ourselves; it 
is an impossibiltiy. There is not a more firmly 
established fact. Man’s effort to please himself 
ends in frustration and disgust. 

Man’s effort to please himself ends in loneliness. 
The Psalmist said: “He is stuck in the mud at 
the bottom of a lonesome pit.” Man’s effort to 
please himself ends in stupidity; he ambushes his 
own life. Once when the powerful Ammonites 
came against Israel, the frightened leader said: 
“Make terms with us and we will be your ser- 
vants.” “Very well,” said the foe, “provided you 
will let us gouge out every man’s right eye.” He 
wanted them out of commission for good. But 
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this was all Saul needed to rally the people for an 
overwhelming victory over the Ammonites. 

Man’s effort to please himself ends in the stu- 
pidity of greed. Moses ordered the people to 
gather only enough manna for daily bread, but 
some of them hoarded the manna and “it bred 
worms and stank.” The fruits of greed forever 
smell to high heaven. Man’s effort to please him- 
self ends in cruelty. Martin Niemoeller says that 
in concentration camp he saw prisoners forced to 
whip their fellow prisoners or be whipped them- 
selves. “Once a man took up that whip,” he said, 
“he became in time more bestial, more sadistic, 
and more cruel than his inhuman guards.” 

The call to his purpose is the call to obedient 
service and we can never please ourselves apart 
from his purpose. He has made us for himself 
and our lives are frustrated, lonely, inadequate, 
stupid, greedy, cruel and lost until we give in and 
admit that he is God and that we are here to learn 
and love and live by his purpose for the good of 
all. 

Apart from pleasing the Lord, we cannot please 
others. A Sunday school teacher, seeking to get 
over the idea of God’s omnipotence, said: “Is 
there anything God cannot do?” A little hand 
went up and a tiny voice said, “Yes. God cannot 
please everybody.” 

Strange as it may seem, some folk apparently 
think that the preacher ought to please everybody. 
Robert B. McNeil, a minister of a Georgia Pres- 
bytery, was recently dismissed as pastor of his 
church as a result of a controversy that began 
when he wrote an article for a national magazine 
urging creative contact between whites and blacks. 

Judging from the reports I have read in the 
press, this brave preacher was simply making an 
honest effort to relate the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the current racial problem. Frank C. King, a 
minister who was chairman of the Commission 
which fired McNeil, said: ‘The Commission feels 
that the voice of the pulpit should be the voice of 
the congregation.” 

How do you feel about that? If I understand 
the gospel, the voice of the pulpit should be a wit- 
ness for Jesus Christ. No preacher in his right 
mind would claim to speak infallibly for the Lord 
—that would be insufferable arrogance—but we 
are not responsible for the truth. We are respon- 
sible, however, to speak what we think is the truth. 

Generally speaking, Christian ministers are 
ahead of the people on the race issue. They find 
themselves on the spot. They are damned if they 
do and damned if they don’t. If they preach in- 
tegration they are damned at home. If they don’t 
they are damned away from home by the “damn- 
yankees.” My own hope is that Christian 
preachers everywhere will stay far enough ahead 
of the people on this issue to lead them, but not 
get so far ahead that they get their heads cut off. 
The segregation issue is far from simple and far 

(Continued on page 20.) 
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The Christian 


ANUARY 3, 1960, all our readers will re- 
J ceive a copy of The Christian. In a way 
this is a new name for The Christian Evan- 
gelist-Front Rank. With the December 27, 
1959, issue, this latter name will disappear. 
For the full year of 1959 we have carried this 
long, unmanageable title so that you will be 
well aware that the useful service and char- 
acter of the two journals would be perpetu- 
ated. This purpose has been fulfilled. 

In the January 3, 1959, issue we carried 
a letter to the editor complimenting us on the 
combination of the two, but saying, “Why 
don’t you simply call it The Christian?” We 
had many such suggestions at the same time 
and we have had hundreds during the year. 
We cannot muster enough modesty to pre- 
vent us from saying that the idea also oc- 
curred to us a long time ago. We would not 
have taken the step without a clear mandate 
from the readers, however. 

We stated above that this is a new name, 
“in a way.” Many readers will remember 
the history of our journalistic endeavors and 
recognize The Christian as the name of the 
paper James Harvey Garrison, our illustrious 
early editor, bought and united with his Gos- 
pel Echo. The name was simply The Chris- 
tian from 1872 until it was united with B. W. 
Johnson’s Evangelist in 1882. Several other 
journals preceded both papers. Front Rank 
was preceded by Young Folks. 

Thus, the old becomes new. The new name 
is the first name we-carried from St. Louis, 
January 1, 1874. But it is much older than 
Mr. Garrison. It is older than Thomas Camp- 
bell. It is as old as the little band of disciples 
in Antioch. 

We believe it an appropriate name for a 
weekly journal of program, news and opinion 
of the Christian Churches. It carries no judg- 
ment on the rest of the Christians in the 
world, only “fraternity and respect.” It does 
imply the intent to promote the principles 
understood by the early slogan “Christians 
only.” 


Fraternity and Respect 


HOMAS CAMPBELL, erstwhile Seceder, 
Anti-Burgher, Old Light Presbyterian in 
the north of Ireland, minister assigned to the 
Presbytery of Chartiers in Western Pennsyl- 
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vania in 1807, took the fatal step toward 
separation and exclusion a few months after 
his work began. 

According to J. S. Lamar, he was “dis- 
posed... to cherish for other denominations 
feelings of fraternity and respect” in which 
his fellow ministers could not share. (Mem- 
oirs of Alexander Campbell, 1868. Page 223.) 
This was roughly two years before the final 
break came. It was prior to the steps which 
“Mr. Wilson” took in laying before Presby- 
tery the evidence that Thomas Campbell had 
served communion to members of the sev- 
eral fragments of old country Presbyterians. 

When Presbytery sent the case to Synod, 
Mr. Campbell wrote a definition and defense 
of his position. In this he restated, in vari- 
ous ways, his feeling of respect for the views 
of others, asking only for freedom “to 
acquiesce in what is written, as quite suffi- 
cient for every purpose of faith and duty.” 
He made it clear that there was no “intention 
on my part to judge or despise my Christian 
brethren who may not see with my eyes in 
those things which, to me, appear indispensa- 
bly necessary to promote and secure the 
unity, peace and purity of the Church.” 

Thomas Campbell did not “presume to dic- 
tate to them or to others as to how they 
should proceed.” (Page 227.) But he held 
confidently to his resolve to interpret Scrip- 
ture as he understood it. 

Some have said that his brethren were jeal- 
ous of Thomas Campbell’s popularity and 
preaching ability. Even disallowing this 
charge, there is no doubt that many were 
convinced that Scripture had already been 
understood correctly, and they were deter- 
mined to stay apart. 

So, 150 years ago tomorrow, September 7, 
1809, the Christian Association of Washing- 
ton, all of twenty-one days old, voted unani- 
mously to accept Thomas Campbell’s Decla- 
ration and Address as a statement of the ob- 
ject of their new movement. 

As far as we know, Thomas and Alexander 
Campbell, Walter Scott, Barton Stone, John 
Smith, or any of these early pioneers ever re- 
nounced the principle of fraternity and re- 
spect. They never presumed to dictate or to 
judge. If our generation relearns this lesson, 
the sesquicentennial celebration will be emi- 
nently worthwhile. 
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Our Churches Have Shared the Genevan's Concern 
for Liberty, Biblical Faith and the Table of the Lord 


JOHN CALVIN 
aud the Disciples of Christ 


by W. B. Blakemore 


Dean, Disciples Divinity House 
University of Chicago 





France. 


9600: John Calvin, the great Reformer, was born at Noyon, 


1809: The Declaration and Address was published. 





GE The 450th anniversary of Calvin’s birth; the 150th anni- 


versary of the beginnings of the Disciples of Christ. 





—RNS 


JOHN CALVIN, as portrayed by actor 
Robert Seaver in an historic worship 
service at the 1959 general assem- 
bly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., marking the 
450th anniversary of Calvin’s birth. 
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But the relationships between 
Calvin and the Disciples are much 
deeper than dates alone. 

John Calvin came to maturity 
twenty years after Luther and 
Zwingli had carried out the first 
stages of the Protestant Refor- 
mation. But so ably did Calvin 
restate the Protestant case, and 
so forcefully did he reshape the 
churches of Switzerland and the 
Rhineland, that he became the 
leader of that whole branch of 
Protestantism known as the Re- 
formed Churches or Presbyteri- 
anism. 

Three hundred years after Cal- 
vin his influence was world-wide 
and had shaped much of the 
Christianity on the American 
frontier. But in this American 
setting Calvinism was _ broken 
into a score of warring sects. 

Tired of the party-spirit in the 
Presbyterianism to which he be- 
longed, Thomas Campbell, a new- 
ly arrived immigrant in Western 
Pennsylvania gave leadership to 
an Association organized to fur- 
ther Christian unity. 

On behalf of the Association, 
in 1809, Thomas Campbell pub- 
lished a Declaration and Address. 
Early in the twentieth century, 
Disciples of Christ decided to 
date their origins from that pub- 
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lication. In 1909 their ‘‘centen- 
nial’’ was held, and 1959 becomes 
their sesquicentennial. 

During this year the birth of 
Calvin is being celebrated 
throughout the world, but par- 
ticularly in the city of Geneva, 
where his work of reform cen- 
tered. The great Reformation 
monument in the Swiss city was 
the background for a pageant 
presented six times each week. 
A motion picture based on Cal- 
vin’s life had its premiere in July. 
Ancient buildings associated with 
the Reformer have been restored, 
and the University of Geneva, 
founded by John Calvin, is cele- 
brating its 400th anniversary. 

The anniversary of the Deéc- 
laration and Address is also being 
celebrated. It constituted the 
theme of the Pennsylvania State 
Convention in May. It was the 
subject of historical addresses 
during the Denver Assembly of 
the International Convention in 
August. It will receive emphasis 
from the Council on Christian 
Unity and through the Hoover 
Lectures on Christian Unity. 

What relationships between 
Calvin and the Disciples should 
be noticed during this joint an- 
niversary year? Disciples have 
frequently set themselves over 
against Calvin’s thought, and 
have described themselves as 
“reformed’”’ Calvinists. But in 
any reform, there is often more 
continuity with the past than is 
recognized. Disciples have a pos- 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 








itive as well as a negative ap- 
preciation of Calvin. There is still 
much Calvinist influence within 
our churches. 


There is strong disagreement 
on two matters—the degree of 
human depravity and the doctrine 
of election. Calvin looked upon 
man as so corrupted by the fall 
that he is no longer able to do 
anything about his own salvation. 
He taught also that if a man is 
saved it is only because God has 
chosen to save him. This doc- 
trine of election implies that only 
God knows who is saved. Most 
Calvinists took their leader’s 
teachings to mean that no one can 
ever have certainty regarding his 
own salvation, that no one can 
have the blessed assurance that 
he is among the saved. 


In contrast to Calvinism, most 
Disciples asserted that while man 
is involved in sin he has not lost 
the capacity for a voluntary re- 
sponse to God’s love in his offer 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
This offer God makes equally to 
all men, and those who respond 
in faith are saved. These faith- 
ful ones have the blessed assur- 
ance of salvation. On the Ameri- 
can frontier, Disciples preaching 
of this “ancient gospel” on a 
Biblical basis brought comfort 
and release to many who form- 
erly lived in apprehension lest 
they were amongst the damned. 


The difference between the Cal- 
vin and Campbellite views of man 
and salvation led to differences 
in preaching. The Calvinist 
normally preached to bring about 
a conviction of sin, to warn men 
of their lost and perishing con- 
dition in order that they might 
throw themselves upon the Lord’s 
mercy. 

Disciples on the other hand, 
preached first the gospel facts of 
God’s love. Their preaching was 
a testimony which they asked 
men to believe, and belief in that 
Biblical testimony was, for the 
Campbellites, “saving faith.” 
After a man was assured of his 
salvation he lost his apprehen- 
sions and fears, could make bold 
to approach the throne of grace 
to confess his sins, receive the 
gift of baptism and be admitted 
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to the membership of the church, 
therein receiving the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and the assurance of 
life eternal. 

But the divergence between 
Calvinists and Disciples regarding 
sin and salvation should not ob- 
scure the great agreements they 
share regarding the Bible and 
Christian worship. 

Calvin shared with all the great 
Reformers a profound respect for 
Biblical authority. The Genevan 
Reformer believed that knowl- 
edge needed the completion that 
could come only through the “as- 


“Of the great sixteenth cen- 
tury reformers, Calvin alone 
urged the weekly celebration 
of Communion, and of all the 
Protestant denominations 
which have received Calvin’s 
influence, the Disciples of 
Christ alone have fulfilled this 
part of the Genevan’s teach- 
ing.” 

—W. B. BLAKEMORE 


sistance of the Word, where the 
character of God, drawn from his 
works, is described accurately 
and to the life.’”’ (Institutes i, 66) 
The Scriptures are the proper 
school for the training of the chil- 
dren of God. 

The Campbells shared Calvin’s 
view of the Scriptures as an 
authoritative check upon every 
form of spiritual fanaticism. 
Both the man of Geneva and the 
sage of Bethany would have noth- 
ing to do with those who sought 
to substitute special spiritual rev- 
elations for Biblical testimony. 

Calvin, like the Campbell’s 300 
years later, was accused of con- 
fining the Holy Spirit to the “dead 
letter” of the Biblical text. And, 
like the Campbell’s, Calvin rel- 
ished the accusation and count- 
ered by insisting that there is 
the closest relationship between 
the Biblical meanings and the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit. 
“For the Lord has so knit to- 
gether the certainty of his word 
and his Spirit, that our minds 
are duly imbued with reverence 
for the word when the Spirit 


shining upon it enables us there 
to behold the face of God; and, on 
the other hand, we embrace the 
Spirit with no delusion when we 
recognize him in his image, that 
is, in his word.” (Institutes 
i, 86) 

Alexander Campbell was writ- 
ing in this tradition when he 
emphasized the role of the Spirit 
in providing the Biblical testi- 
mony on which our faith is based. 
Campbell refused to develop any 
doctrine which envisioned the 
Holy Spirit working through an 
uncultivated soul. 

It is in the realm of worship 
that the Campbell’s were most 
heir to John Calvin. Three hun- 
dred years before the Campbells 
delineated “the ancient order of 
things,”’ Calvin was asserting that 
worship should be Biblical: 


“. . . though we honor antiquity 
and holy fathers, . .. yet the in- 
stitutions of our Lord Jesus 
Christ should be preferred to all 
that men have devised. All hu- 
man authority must cease when 
it is a question of obeying him 
to whom all power has_ been 
given. Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
none but he, is the author of the 
Supper. Therefore what he has 
ordained is the inviolable rule 
which ought to be observed with- 
out contradiction.’ 


When the Campbells based the 
order of Christian worship on the 
theme of “the apostles doctrine 
and fellowship, the breaking of 
bread and prayers,” they followed 
a principle enunciated by John 
Calvin. In essential outline, the 
typical Christian Church (Disci- 
ples) service which emphasizes 
praise and prayer, scripture and 
offertory, sermon and Commun- 
ion, is identical with the service 
of worship proposed by John Cal- 
vin. 

In fact, of the great sixteenth 
century reformers, Calvin alone 
urged the weekly celebration of 

(Continued on page 20.) 





“Tracts and Treatises on the Wor- 
ship of the Church,’ Vol. II, p. 165, 
republished 1959 by Wm. B. Eerdman’s 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 

References to the “Institutes” are to 
the two-volume edition of John Calvin, 
“Institutes of the Christian Religion,” 
republished in 1957 by William B. Eerd- 
= Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 

ich, 
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Issued by the National Council of Churches 


National Day of Prayer Oct. 7 


NEw YorK—A “suitable prayer for general use’ has been issued 
by the National Council of Churches to assist the 38,000,000 mem- 
bers of its 33 Protestant and Orthodox constituents in the observance 
of the National Day of Prayer, Oct. 7. 


The suggested prayer was taken 
from a Book of Worship for Free 
Churches, published by the Oxford 
University Press in 1948. 

“Almighty God,” the prayer de- 
clares, ‘“‘Who hast given us this good 
land for our heritage: we humbly 
beseech Thee that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of 
Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable in- 
dustry, sound learning, and pure 
manners. 

“Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion; from pride and ar- 
rogancy, and from every evil way. 
Defend our liberties and fashion into 
one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kin- 
dreds and tongues. 

“Endue with the spirit of wisdom 
those to whom in Thy Name we en- 


100,000 Attend German 
Church Day in Munich 


MUNICH, GERMANY—An estimated 
100,000 Protestants gathered here 
from all parts of West Germany for 
the opening of the ninth German 
Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) 
Congress. 

It had been hoped that 30,000 So- 
viet Zone Protestants also would at- 
tend the congress. However, Dr. 
Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
president of the DEKT movement, 
told a press conference that only 
1,000 East German delegates had 
been granted permits to travel here. 

“However,” he stated, “this does 
not change the fact that Evangelical 
Christianity in all Germany is a 
widely branched spiritual unity 
which stands for each other frater- 
nally.” 

Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff said the 
working groups of the congress 
sought to “promote and deepen the 
Christian sense of responsibility for 
solving the problems of East-West 
tensions and leading Christians out 
of their passivity.” 


Earl Stuckenbruck of Tubingen, 
Germany, is fraternal delegate of 
the World Convention of Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) to the Kirchentag. 
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trust the authority of government, 
that there may be justice and peace 
at home, and that through obedi- 
ence to Thy law, we may show 
forth Thy praise among the nations 
of the earth. 

“In the time of prosperity, fill 
our hearts with thankfulness, and 
in the day of trouble suffer not our 
trust in Thee to fail; all of which we 
ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.” 

The National Day of Prayer was 
proclaimed by President Eisenhower 
under a joint resolution approved 
by Congress in 1952. 

It provided that the President 
“shall set aside and proclaim a suit- 
able day each year, other than a 
Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer 
on which people of the U.S. may 
turn to God in prayer and medita- 
tion at churches, in groups and as 
individuals.”—RNS 


The Church at Large 


SE eR EI aD 


® Practical Theology 
German Wants Church 
To Be “in the World” 


MUNICH, GERMANY—The Church 
can fulfill God’s message “only if it 
lives in and with the world,” Dr. 
Joachim Beckmann, president of 
Evangelical Church of the Rhine- 
land, declared here. 

He was one of the leading speak- 
ers at a series of lectures and dis- 
cussions on religious, political and 
social questions sponsored by work- 
ing groups at the ninth German 
Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) 
Congress. The groups’ sessions were 
held in halls of the Munich exhibi- 
tion ground and were attended by 
40,000 persons, including 3,000 for- 
eigners. 

Dr. Beckmann, whose topic was 
“The Limits of the Church’s Politi- 
cal Responsibility,” stressed that 
while the Church, by its essence, is 
“no political factor and has no po- 
litical message, God does not relieve 
it or individual Christians of politi- 
cal responsibility. 

“The Church,” he continued, “can 
only fulfill God’s message if it does 
not isolate itself from, but lives in 
and with, the world.” 


Greece's Best-Known Religious Painter 








BEST-KNOWN religious painter in Greece, Photios Kontaglous of Athens, 
has created outstanding icons in many Orthodox churches, not only on the 
mainland but also on the Island of Rhodes, scene of the 1959 annual meet- 


ing of the World Council of Churches’ Central Committee. 


Shown on a 


scaffold at work in Rhodes, the 64-year-old artist and author is famous 
for his use of the Byzantine style. 
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Oct. 7—by Proclamation 
DAY OF PRAYER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—President 
Eisenhower proclaimed Oct. 7 as a 
National Day of Prayer, calling on 
Americans to “give thanks for the 
bounty of Providence which has 
made possible the growth and prom- 
ise of our land.” 

In the eighth annual such procla- 
mation, authorized by a Congres- 
sional resolution in 1952, he also 
urged his countrymen to “remember 
that our God is the God of all men, 
that only as all men are free can 
liberty be secure for any, and that 
only as all prosper can any be con- 
tent in their good fortune.” 

The President requested “vigorous 
concern for those who now endure 
suffering of body, mind or spirit,” 
and efforts “to relieve their distress 
and to assist them in their way to- 
ward health, well-being and enlight- 
enment.” 

Americans were reminded in a 
preamble to the document that “this 
continent was chosen by men and 
women of profound religious convic- 
tion, seeking a free land where they 
and their children might worship 
God and follow His commandments 
as they understood them.” 
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Are you interested in going to the 1960 International C tion at Ed 
the Oberammergau Passion Play as well as the Olympic Games in foe 
Would you be interested in combining them with the Fourth Bethany College (Founded 
by Alexander Campbell) European Seminar for an inclusive price of less than $1500? 
Grand Tour Itinerary including Scandinavia—Experienced Leadership—Good Hotels— 
Optional College Credit for Qualified Students—Older Folks Welcome Also—All or Part 
= = Income Tax Deductible for Qualified Teachers—Leave End of June, Return End 
re) ugust. 

For Preferred Place in Limited Group and Detailed Program WRITE: 


DR. EARL D. McKENZIE 
BETHANY, WEST VIRGINIA 
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Exciting Reading 


for the 9- to 12-year-old .. . 





Young Deer and his adventures on 
the historic Trail of Tears. These 
sometimes amusing, sometimes 
frightening experiences are shared 
by Little Fox, a new friend that 
Young Deer meets on the way to 
Oklahoma. This new book is a 
richly rewarding reading venture 
for pre-teeners. $2.95 


4 Here is the fascinating story of 


See this brand-new Broadman 
book at your favorite bookseller 











CULVER- 


designs 


FOR THE DECADE OF DECISION 


* A FIVE MILLION DOLLAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
* TRIPLE PRESENT COLLEGE ENDOWMENT 

* STUDENT BODY OF 650 TOP STUDENTS 

* INCREASE SIZE OF FACULTY 


COLLEGE 





MISSOURI 


CANTON, 
FRED HELSABECK, President 


SERVING THE BROTHERHOOD SINCE 1853 
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This volume of outstanding sermons 
is the year’s high-water mark of ser- 
monic literature! 





BEST SERMONS: 1959-1960 Protestant Edition 


Edited by G. Paul Butler. One important difference between 
this and earlier issues by Dr. Butler is that all the sermons 
here are by Protestants. There are 42 selections, from Ameri- 
can and European preachers of world-wide reputation to men 
of narrower fame. Introduction by Samuel McCrea Cavert. 
An invaluable ministerial aid! 


10B395 


$395 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 











THE RIDDLE 
OF ROMAN 
CATHOLICISM 


Jaroslav Pelikan 








Winner of the new Abingdon Award, whose 
purpose is to accomplish the greatest good for 
the Christian faith and Christian living among 
all people. 


In this honest analysis and 
appreciation of the Roman Cath- 


JAROSLAV PELIKAN is rec- 
ognized in many religious circles 





olic Church, Dr. Pelikan surveys 
how modern Roman Catholicism 
evolved, discusses its central 
practices and teachings, and ex- 
plores some areas of common in- 
terest in which we may be able 
to realize fully the church of 
Jesus Christ on earth. 


If you truly desire a deeper 
understanding of Roman Cathol- 
icism and its relationship to non- 
Roman Christianity, you will 
want to add this important book 
to your library. $4 


as an outstanding scholar, author, 
and lecturer. A young Lutheran 
minister, Dr. Pelikan is also pro- 
fessor of historical theology, the 
Federated Theological Faculty, 
the University of Chicago. 


Particularly well known for 
his co-editorship of the widely 
acclaimed Luther's Works, he is 
also co-author of the script for 
the movie “Martin Luther,” and 
is Departmental Editor for Re- 
ligion of Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica. 





HERE | STAND by Roland Bainton 





Previous Abingdon Award Winners 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD by John Bright - 
PRAYER AND THE COMMON LIFE by Georgia Harkness - 


- + Cloth, $3.75; Apex paperbound, $1.25 


- $3.00 
- Cloth, $4.75; Apex paperbound, $1.75 





Publisher of THE 





Order from your bookstore 


ABINGDON PRESS 


INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 
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@ The Church at Large 
For Labor Sunday 


New YorK—The annual Labor 
Sunday Message of the National 
Council of Churches calls upon 
churches to take action to assure 
‘*strong and responsible” labor 
unions. 

Approved by the executive board 
of the Council’s division of Christian 
life and work and issued through 
the department of the church and 
economic life, the message stresses 
the contribution of a free labor 
movement to our society through 
the institution of collective bargain- 
ing. 

The statement asserted: “It is 
indeed right for church people to 
be concerned about malpractices and 
corruption by some leaders of labor, 
in some instances acquiesced in by 
union members,” but warned that 
church people should remember 
“corruption disclosed on the part of 
management as well.” 

The message urges churches to 
help union members “to grow in 
their understanding of the purpose 
and place which unions properly 
have in today’s world,” and to “par- 
ticipate more effectively and re- 
sponsibly in the life and affairs of 
their unions.” 











Bya 
Disciples of Christ Minister 


FUNERAL SERVICES 


JAMES L. 
CHRISTENSEN 


Here are twenty- 
three funeral serv- 
ices for special situ- 
ations, by the pas- 
tor of the First 
Christian Church 


in San Angelo, Texas. Services 





are included for a cancer victim, a 
child, a young mother, an accident 
victim, an aged person, and others. 
Each service is complete. Scrip- 
ture readings are printed in full; 
there are widely chosen illustra- 
tions, and musical suggestions. 


Pocket-sized; flexible binding. $2.50 


_—— 


At your bookstore 
(Am. FLEMING UW. SEVELL COMPANY. Publishers 
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Construction Record 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction set an all-time record dur- 
ing July, totaling $85,000,000, the De- 
partments of Commerce and Labor 
reported here. 


This was an increase of $6,000,000 
over June and topped July, 1958, by 
$10,000,000. 

Total construction for the first 
seven months of 1959 is now esti- 
mated at $512,000,000, an increase of 
10 per cent over the same period 
of last year. 


Work Camps Grow 


GENEvA—More than 1,000 hardy 
young men and women from some 
50 countries are foregoing the usual 
summer vacation this year to take 
part in ecumenical work camps 
sponsored by the Youth Department 
of the World Council of Churches. 


In camps from Taiwan to Texas 
and from Austria to Madagascar 
they are swinging pick axes, laying 
bricks, caring for refugee children 
and a variety of other jobs as a 
means of “expressing their sense of 
responsibility by working with their 
hands to meet human needs.” 

Forty-five ecumenical work camps 
were scheduled during July, August 
and September under WCC auspices 
in Europe, the Middle East, Asia, 





FRESH PECAN HALVES 


Year after year for over 28 years— 
Organizations make money selling our 
Pound Boxes Jumbo Pecan Halves. | ned 
starts Nov. 10th. We prepay shipments. 
You pay us when sold. rite 


SULLIVAN PECAN CO., Crestview, Fla. 














YOUTH AT PRAYER, by 
Harold and Dorothy Ewing, 
is an excellent “back to 
school gift.’’ Contains 
prayers, scriptures and 
quotations, helps young people keep in 
touch with home. 75¢ each, $7.50 per 
dozen. Name in gold on cover, 50¢ 
extra per copy. Order from 


hs Uy itso 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue 





SEPTEMBER 6, 1959 












Nashville, Tenn. 4 


The Church at Large 


Africa, South America and 
United States. 


the 





@ A presidential study committee on 
foreign aid has recommended that 
this country supply advice on birth 
control to friendly nations which 
seek it. 

And the committee’s chairman re- 
ports in Washington, D. C., that such 
information is already being given 
out in some instances. 


Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM — 1960 


Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 
giving all details. 


MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 
Head Office 
1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Branch Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 





will. 





Important Decisions 


will be made by Disciples of Christ 


in the coming Decade of the Sixties 


One decision which should be made 
by every person is that of making a 
This should be done, however 
large or small the estate. 


An important decision for every 
Disciple is that of including in the 
will a bequest for the world-wide 
missionary work of the brotherhood. 


¥ See your lawyer 
¥ Make your will 


¥ Include a bequest for 


THE UNITED CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


222 South Downey Avenue 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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God’s Concern fo 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak Pee; 
; by the Editor 


September 13, 1959 
Scripture: Jonah 3:1-2, 10; 4: 
1-11. 


VERYBODY knows about 

Jonah, but not very many 
people know very much about 
him. This is because many mod- 
ern people, for reasons not easily 
understood, have insisted that 
this parable is really history. 

We know that Jesus sometimes 
had difficulties with the parables 
he told, although their meaning 
seems quite simple to us. When 
he spoke of being “born again,” 
the only meaning some listeners 
could get was that he was trying 
to explain an utterly impossible 
rebirth of the physical body. We 
accept his words as illustration 
of a spiritual truth. 

Israel had become a selfish and 
satisfied people, completely dis- 
interested in any universal aspect 
of God’s love for people in the 
world. In this book, Jonah is Is- 
rael. Keep that in mind and the 
parable will become what a par- 
able always is, a clear physical 
account of the unspoken point 
which the speaker is trying to 
make. 

Having discussed points of 
Jonah’s reaction to the call of 
God the first time it came, in an 
earlier cycle of lessons, we turn 
to the second call in the lesson 
today. It is just like the first: 
“Go to Nineveh . . . and proclaim 
to it the message.” (Jonah 3:2.) 

Jonah was not any more inter- 
ested in the people of Nineveh 
than he had been before, but he 
went this time, and did as he had 
been commanded. As a result, 
we get an expression that could 
be difficult to understand, but 
ought not to be. It is written 
that, “God repented of the evil 
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which he had said he would do 
to them.” (Verse 10.) You will 
remember that the word repent 
means “to change one’s mind.” 
Are we to assume that God 
changes his mind? Well, hardly, 
in the usual sense of the word. 
God is dependable and unchange- 
able. However, if men change 
their conditions and their atti- 
tude toward God, then, obviously, 
God’s reaction to them will be 
different than it would have been 
if they had not changed. When 
Nineveh repented, she was blessed 
and not punished. 

To get back to Jonah, the char- 
acter in the parable representing 
Israel, we find that “he was an- 
gry.” (4:1.) He tried to defend 
his attempt to escape this trip to 
Nineveh by saying, “Is not this 
what I said when I was yet in my 
country?” (Verse 2.) It seems 
to me that there are two possible 
meanings to this retort of Jonah. 
First, he might have meant that 
he knew God could save the 
Ninevites if He wanted to and 
therefore he saw no need for him 
to make the long trip over there. 

There is probably a deeper 
meaning, however. It is likely 
that the inference is that Jonah 
knew that God could, and would, 
spare the Ninevites, and that 
Jonah did not want this to hap- 
pen. This is clear reference, it 
seems to me, to the exclusiveness 
of Israel and the inclusiveness of 
the will of God. Following the 
Exile, the people of Israel had 
made no attempt to teach the 
people round about them any- 
thing about their God. 

Jonah was so angry about the 
situation that he wanted to die. 
(Verse 3.) The literary quality 
of this writing reaches a great 
height as the Lord says, “Do you 
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do well to be angry?” (Verse 4.) 
Jonah was not quite willing to 
make another attempt to run 
away. So he built a “booth” on 
the hill where he could watch and 
see what happened. 

Then came the incident with 
the gourd, or a plant of some 
kind, which made shade for him 
and then withered and died. Once 
more Jonah wanted to die him- 
self. (Verse 8.) And once more, 
God said, “Do you do well to be 
angry?” (Verse 9.) Jonah still 
thought that he “did well,” at 
least he made no effort to repent 
of his position. 

The book ends with the Lord 
making a glorious comparison 
between Jonah’s fit of temper 
over the plant, for which Jonah 
had done nothing, and God’s con- 
cern for 120,000 people in Nine- 
veh “who do not know their right 
hand from their left.” (Verse 
1d.) 

This is like God and this is like 
man. All too often, those who 
have the good things of life, be 
they physical or spiritual things, 
have no concern or even pity for 
those who do not know their 
right hand from their left. Some- 
how, we get so that we imagine 
that we deserve what we have 
and that the other person de- 
serves the lot in which he finds 
himself. 

This was Israel’s great sin. 
This is what the Book of Jonah 
is trying to say to the people. 
The day is past when the people 
needed to be concerned only with 
the purity of their own religion 
as separate and distinct from the 
worship of Baal. If we may put 
it this way, God is missionary- 
minded. He was concerned about 
these heathen in Nineveh. Israel 
was not. 
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The Scripture 


Jonah 3:1-2 


1 Then the word of the LORD 
came to Jonah the second time, say- 
ing, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the 
message that I tell you.” 


3:10 


10 When God saw what they did, 
how they turned from their evil 
way, God repented of the evil which 
he had said he would do to them; 
and he did not do it. 


4:1-11 


1 But it displeased Jonah exceed- 
ingly, and he was angry. 2 And he 
prayed to the LORD and said, “I 
pray thee, LORD, is not this what 
I said when I was yet in my coun- 
try? That is why I made haste to 
flee to Tarshish; for I knew that 
thou art a gracious God and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, and repentest of 
evil. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, 
take my life from me, I beseech 
thee, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” 4 And the LORD 
said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 
5 Then Jonah went out of the city 
and sat to the east of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, till he 
should see what would become of 
the city. 

6 And the LORD God appointed a 
plant, and made it come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shade over 
his head, to save him from his dis- 
comfort. So Jonah was exceedingly 
glad because of the plant. 7 But 
when dawn came up the hext day, 
God appointed a worm which at- 
tacked the plant, so that it with- 
ered. 8 When the sun rose, God 
appointed a sultry east wind, and 
the sun beat upon the head of Jonah 
so that he was faint; and he asked 
that he might die, and said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you do 
well to be angry for the plant?” 
And he said, “I do well to be angry, 
angry enough to die.” 10 And the 
LORD said, “You pity the plant, for 
which you did not labor, nor did you 
make it grow, which came into be- 
ing in a night, and perished in a 
night. 11 And should not I pity Nin- 
eveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than a hundred and 
twenty thousand persons who do not 
know their right hand from their 
left, and also much cattle?” 
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HERE were times when God’s 

problem with the Jews was 
the problem of keeping them 
from fraternizing with the peo- 
ple of the lands where they lived 
and prostituting their faith, and 
there were other times when His 
problem with them was the prob- 
lem of teaching them His con- 
cern for all people and arousing 
their concern for all. 

God’s purposes do not change 
and hence the second call came 
to Jonah to proclaim the mes- 
sage. The primary business of 
those men whom God calls and 
sends is to proclaim the message 
which he gives. I know we also 
have to persuade, discuss, and 
reason with men, but first we 
are sent to proclaim, announce, 
declare, or witness to what God 
has done for all people in his Son 
Jesus. 

If we were courageous, per- 
sistent, and faithful in our task 
of proclaiming the fact of God’s 
interest and love for all, we would 
convince more hearers. In con- 
tradistinction to Jonah, the pro- 
claimer must believe in and be 
preoccupied with his message. 
Witnessing is  self-involvement. 
This kind of perfunctory pro- 
claiming which Jonah did, is not 
sufficient. He didn’t believe his 
own message and perhaps it is 
significant that as a result of 
his preaching, the writer says, 
the people of Nineveh believed 
God and does not say that they 
believed Jonah (3:5). 

God changed his mind (vs. 
10) with reference to his plans 
for punishing Nineveh. He is 
yet acting in this way, and re- 
sponding to the decisions and re- 
pentance of human beings. 


Ri Meaning for Today 


by J. Daniel Joyce 


This is our way of saying that 
the future is open, not fixed, and 
belongs to God. His course of 
action still depends on the de- 
cisions which we make as chil- 
dren of God. 


Jonah was not prepared to re- 
ceive the success which God was 
prepared to give upon the procla- 
mation of his message. We who 
preach, teach, and witness to this 
message had better be sure that 
we are prepared to receive that 
for which we ask. Many of us 
would be just as bewildered if 
some of our prayers were an- 
swered, as Jonah was when his 
call was heeded. He did not ac- 
cept those Gentiles whom God 
was willing to accept. 


Our missionaries have to face 
this thing personally and live 
just what they preach about 
God’s concern for all people and 
their acceptance of all people on 
the basis of character and not 
race, nation, or class. They have 
to affirm for all people the same 
rights and privileges which they 
affirm for themselves. But we 
here in the homeland are seldom 
of necessity faced with demon- 
strating what we preach on this 
point. We manage to escape the 
crisis which an answer to our 
prayers would bring. Just sup- 
pose his will were done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. We 
would have to accept some peo- 
ple whom we now reject, and 
many of us would act as Jonah 
or worse. 

Jonah felt concern for the plant 
and for himself but none for 
Nineveh. Our church people 
often miss the point in the same 
way. 
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of the Brotherhood 


McAllister Says “Declaration” 
Was of Major Importance 


T. Campbell's Gift 


DENVER—The greatest contribu- 
tion of Thomas Campbell was his 
writing of the Declaration and Ad- 
dress, a magnificent and significant 
document of the ecumenical church. 
This was the conclusion of the pro- 
vost of Bethany College in a lec- 
ture here. 

Speaking Aug. 29 at a morning 
session of the assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention marking the 
150th anniversary of Campbell’s fa- 
mous document on Christian union, 
Dr. Lester G. McAllister said the 
formulation of the principles in the 
Declaration would alone. entitle 
Thomas Campbell to “an honored 
place in the history of the church.” 

The lecture was the first of a se- 
ries scheduled at the assembly dur- 
ing morning sessions. The other 
lecturers slated to speak were Louis 
Cochran of Santa Monica, Calif., au- 
thor of The Fool of God, a popular 
book about the Campbells; and Dr. 
Richard M. Pope, professor of church 
history at The College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky. 


Assembly Under Way 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—As this issue 
goes to press, Disciples attending the 
annual International Convention as- 
sembly, August 28-Sept. 2, were 
about to face six days of addresses 
and program planning, and consider 
nearly 60 items of business. 

It was anticipated that between 
eight and ten thousand persons 
would register for the annual meet- 
ing. Disciples claim nearly two mil- 
lion members in more than eight 
thousand local churches in the 
United States and Canada. 

Among the business items sched- 
uled were 29 national church agency 
reports, plus a similar number of 
resolutions and recommendations. 

All items of business are first 
cleared through a 400-member Com- 
mittee on Recommendations made 
up of representatives elected by 
state and provincial conventions. 
The Committee on Recommenda- 
tions met for two days prior to the 
opening of the Convention assem- 
bly. K. Everett Munson, minister, 
First Christian Church of Maywood, 
Illinois, is chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Recommendations. 
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Essay Contest Winners 


DENVER—Michael E. Dixon, 
17-year-old high school junior 
from Albia, Iowa, has won the 
$100 first prize in the National 
Christian Literature Contest 
sponsored by the Christian Lit- 
erature Commission. 


He was presented formally with 
the award on the third day of the 
International Convention assembly 
here. 

Michael is active in his local 
church and plans to save the money 
to help pay for his college and semi- 
nary training in preparation for the 
ministry. 

The contents was a project of the 
1958-59 Long-Range Program em- 
phasis. The Commission, the Dis- 
ciples of Christ Historical Society 
and the Council on Christian Unity 
each conducted essay contests. 

The second prize award went to 
Marilyn Whitver of Scranton, Iowa, 
and the third prize went to Paulette 
Allen of Paris, Texas. The second 
and third prize cash awards were 
for $75 and $50. 


@ By Clifford Cole 
Southern California 


Disciples History 


Dr. Clifford A. Cole, is the author 
of a new history, The Christian 
Churches of Southern California. 

Beautifully styled and historically 
accurate, the book is described by 
Cleveland Kleihauer as “a book of sa- 
cred memories” for older people and 
“a book of essential information” 
for the younger generation. 

Although some _§ state histories 
carry little interest for the average 
reader outside the state. The Cali- 
fornia history differs in that all its 
early churches were founded by 
those who made the trek west a 
century ago and are thus tied to 
the churches back east. 

Each congregation has its history 
sketched, and the personalities and 
leaders contain names familiar 
across the brotherhood. 





@ The $130,000 first unit of Lakewood 
Christian Church, Waco, Texas, was 
dedicated on Aug. 2, the second an- 
niversary of the organization of the 
congregation. 


A Host Church at Denver Assembly 





CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Denver, Kelly O’Neall, pastor, is host to 
various meetings in connection with the International Convention assembly, 


where this issue is slated for distribution. 


The annual convention of the 


National Evangelistic Association was held at the church Aug. 27-28, just 
previous to the assembly. NEA president is G. Gerald Sias, pastor of Cen- 
tral Christian Church in Enid, Okla. 
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STANLEY JONES 


Writing on the subject he knows best! 


Convention Editions 


DENVER—The Christian Evangel- 
ist-Front Rank Convention Daily is 
being published in connection with 
the assembly of the International 
Convention in Denver Aug. 28-Sept. 


This is a traditional service pro- CONV ON 
vided by the Christian Board of 


Publication. The first issue was pub- 
P08 . py rg tres - What is conversion? How does it happen? What are its lasting effects? 
The second issue is this regular In this book E. Stanley Jones, world famous missionary and religious 
CE-FR issue. writer, examines all aspects of conversion to help men and women every- 
where find new life. This book is richly illustrated with actual cases of 
the conversion of Moslems, ministers, mur- 
derers, millionaires, beggars, intellectuals, 
and many others the world over. 
This is a convincing discussion about 
conversion—one you will want to share 


with prospective and recent converts as 
well as other Christians. 











HARRY 
EMERSON 
FOSDICK 





Order from your bookstore today! 
CLOTH, $3.25; PAPER, $1.95 


IS IN FULL SWING! 





A Book of 
Public Prayers 


“These prayers reveal Dr. Fosdick 
as Pastor and Shepherd of the hu- 
man spirit. His intuition and ex- 
perience unite to place before Al- 
mighty God man’s deepest needs, 
longings, troubles and thanksgiving. 
. . . Men and women throughout 
the country will want to use them 
in their private devotions. Minis- 
ters and seminarians will want to 
study them as models of the public 
pastoral prayer.”—CLARENCE SEI- 
DENSPINNER. $3.00 




























Ouifitting us properly for Kinder- 
garten, Elementary, Junior and High 
School, and College 

and 
Preparing our Aging Family for 
Winter means Lots of Expense — 


FALL CHURCH PROGRAMS 
are now at their peak! 


WE FEEL CERTAIN THAT 


WILLIAM 
BARCLAY 





The Mind 


of St. Paul 


“William Barclay has achieved in 
the past few years a remarkable 
place in the English-speaking 
world as an interpreter of the 
Bible. He presents real scholar- 
ship coupled with an amazing gift 
for vivid and arresting writing and 
one that often has very real and 
moving eloquence. His THE 
Minp oF St. PAut is a fascinating 
experience to read.”—Ha.rorp E. 
Luccock. $3.50 


At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
SNR eum cra om 
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YOU HAVE INCLUDED YOUR 
OTHER FAMILY IN OUR 
NBA HOMES... in your 

appropriations, because... 

CHRISTMAS IS JUST 
AROUND THE CORNER — 
and CONTINUING MAIN- 
TENANCE IS OUR CHIEF 

CONCERN 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


(Disciples of Christ) 
16th Floor, Landreth Building « St. Louis 2, Mo 
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—TO HIS PURPOSE 
(Continued from page 8.) 


from being settled, but I venture the 
prediction that in our time the 
churches of the South will accept 
enough integration to keep the 
schools open. 

I do not believe it is possible to 
serve the Lord and please everybody. 
We cannot please ourselves or others 





A New Book The 
Beginner Reader Can Read 


WHAT 
GOD 
MADE 





by Frances OgdenForeman 


pictures by 
Mariel Wilhoite Turner 


This story of the creation, 
written especially for young 
readers, is enriched by abun- 
dant illustrations—many in 
full color. 

In a joint reading venture, 
the child is able to read the 
story while the adult reads the 
scriptural account of creation 
to the child. 

This book will increase the 
child’s appreciation for the 
things God made. 

Ages 5-8 $2.95 


another favorite 
for the same age group 


FAIREST 
LORD 
JESUS 


by Frances 
King Andrews 


illustrated by John White 


The story of the life of 
Jesus from Isaiah’s prophecy 
of his birth to the ascension. 


Ages 6-up $3.00 
At your bookseller 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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until we are ready to suffer for do- 
ing right. The hypocrites who 
bother me most are not those who 
pretend to be better than they are, 
but those who fail to witness for the 
Lord because it costs something. We 
cannot please everybody. 

We are here to evaluate the work 
of our churches during the past 10 
years and we can rejoice in some 
progress. But let me remind you 
that it was contrived—it did not just 
happen. It did not come like dove’s 
down drifting on the wind. It was 
not easy. It came through thought, 
planning, decisions, hard work. 
There were obstacles at every step 
of the way: inertia, indolence, and 
indifference; dullness of conscience, 
cynicism and half-heartedness, cry- 
ing out in people like ourselves. 
“Leave us alone—we are too busy— 
too involved—to poor to help. Please 
have us excused. Let George do it.” 

But thank God there have been 
those who did respond and in some 
measure our dreams have been 
matched by reality. And now we 
stand on the threshold of another 
decade, which we dare to call “The 
Decade of Decision.” God grant that 
it may begin with a decision in our 
hearts tonight; a decision to forget 
the things that are past and to press 
on toward God’s high call in Christ. 





—CALVIN 
(Continued from page 11.) 


Communion, and of all the Protes- 
tant denominations which have re- 
ceived Calvinist influence, the Dis- 
ciples of Christ alone have fulfilled 
this part of the Genevan’s teaching. 

John Calvin never accepted the 
literal interpretation of the Com- 
munion emblems as the body and 
blood of Christ. Neither did he think 
of them as symbolic of the body and 
blood. He saw them rather as signs 
of something which was accom- 
plished in us. By participating in 
the Lord we live spiritually in him. 

For Calvin the main point is not 
that the bread and wine symbolize 
Christ’s body and blood, but that 
Communion symbolizes participation 
in Christ and his promises. Our 
Lord instituted the Supper in order 
to impress upon us the promise con- 
tained in his gospel concerning our 
being made partakers of his body 
and blood. Communion is a sign 
given by Christ, representing the 
substance of his promises, comfort- 
ing us, fortifying us, and delivering 
us from all doubt and uncertainty. 
Just as true preaching convinces us 
of the gospel, so Communion con- 


Chapman 
College 


Southern California 


offering 
credentials and 


advanced credentials 


with 
fall, 
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coeducational, accredited liberal arts college in the heart of 


bachelor of arts, science, and music degrees, and teaching 


new graduate study programs for the master’s degree and 


two new residence halls housing 266 students opening this 
more than $50,000 in scholarships and loan funds available 


excellent work and housing opportunities for married students 


fall semester opens September 14 
spring semester opens February 1 


DR. JOHN L. DAVIS, President 


Orange, California 
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vinces us of the same gospel. 

Calvin had a number of terms 
which he applied to the Supper. He 
spoke of it often as attestation, or 
witness. It is not the bread and 
wine which save us; it is the body 
and blood. Bread and wine are ele- 
ments which convincingly signify 
our salvation through the body and 
blood of our Lord. 

In these teachings, Calvin under- 
stood Communion much as Disciples 
of Christ have done, and they are 
no more Calvinist than in their ap- 
preciation of weekly participation. 
If John Calvin were today to enter 
a Christian (Disciples) church for 
worship, he would feel very much 
at home so far as the general con- 
duct of the worship is concerned. 
He might raise his eyebrows at 


what he considered overly optimistic Now in its 22nd Edition NEARLY A 
teachings regarding human nature, it Is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with Notes on Books of the Bible, MI L L 5 ° N 
but with the simple and Biblical ob- prone Bg + ong Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 Illus- ; 
servance of the Lord’s Supper he Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, Confirming or Illustrating Bible His- in Print 
he ow iritual a tory, with 78 Authentic Photographic Reproductions; We Rqnswerseed 
wou eel a deep spiritual accord. Related Historical Data from the Annals of Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Editi Ne = 
In celebrating their 1959 sesqui- Greece and Rome, touching the Bible Story; been 965,000 copies 
p pe How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and New Testaments, Apocryphal of Halley’s Bible 
centennial, Disciples would do less Books, Manuscripts and Early Christian Writings; Maadiaek made 
: ; in i An Epitome of Church Hi Connecting Bible Times with Our Own, Early il 
than Justice to John Calvin ”" the Church Fathers, poate ney of the Papacy. the Popes, Luther and the a 
year of his 450th anniversary if they Reformation. 
did not honor his contribution to 


their Protestant liberties, their Bib- 
lical faith and their high regard for 
the Table of the Lord. 


60 Cup Drip 


GIVEN to your Organization 


for handling only 36 Items 


lille or one can of M-K Black Pepper 

Seees This 60 Cup electric Coffee Urn is yours free, 
This is enly one of ovr matchiess offers. 

WRITE for details of this offer ond Free cotologve of 


other equipment and Money Raising pions tor orgon- 
tzotions...... obligation. a 





Dept. 71 


ies y ..No 
MARION-KAY 
PRODUCTS CO., 


Brownstown, Indiana 
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ADDED WORSHIP 
SERVICE BEAUTY 


AA complete selection of distinc- 
tive styles and quality fabrics. 
All colors and shades. Send 
today for FREE catalog: C-32 
(Choir Robes and Accessories) ; 
5-32 (Children’s Robes); P-32 
(Pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHAMPAIGN lil. 1000 N MARKET SI 
NEW YORK 1,6 Y CHICAGO 1, tl 
366 Fifth Ave 228 .N LaSalle St 


: LOS ANGELES 28, CAL 
1624 N. Cahuenga Bivd 








nalts’ Bible Handbook 


And Select Bible Verses 
Th , 


(Formerly known as "Pocket Bible Handbook’’) 














ere is nothing published, of its size. that has anything like as much practical Bible information. 


(Further particulars sent on request) 


4 x 6% x 1% inches, 968 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
Order from your Bookstore or H. H. HALLEY, Box 77. 4, Chicago 90, il. 











Faculty and 1959 Graduating Class 
The Ninety-Fourth Class 


Answering the Urgent Calls for: 


—Ministers for established congregations 


—hMDissionaries for World-wide Service 








—nMinisters for new congregations —Teachers for Colleges and Seminaries 


—Associate and Assistant Ministers —Chaplains for Institutions and Military 


D; f Relic; Ed : Services 
—Directors of Religious Education —Leaders for Cooperative causes of the 
—Ministers of Music Brotherhood 


Dedicated in Learning and Living to the Growth of Christ’s Kingdom on Earth 
THE COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE, Lexington, Kentucky 
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CHRISTIAN 
THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


A Seminary of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
open to qualified students of all 
denominations. 


FACULTY 1959-60 


BEAUFORD A. NORRIS, 
President, Pastoral Work 


RONALD E. OSBORN, 
Dean, Church History 


DAVID C. PELLETT, 


Director, Graduate and 
Summer Work 


TOYOZO W. NAKARAIT, 
Semitics 


S. MARION SMITH, 
New Testament 


FRANK J. ALBERT, 
Historical Theology 


FRANKLIN E. RECTOR, 
Church and Social Structure 


ALFRED R. EDYVEAN, 


Communication 


JAMES B. MILLER, 
Christian Education 


WALTER W. SIKES, 
Philosophy, Ethics 


JAMES R. CARLEY, 
Church Music 


ROBERT TOBIAS, 
Ecumenical Theology 


JAMES G. CLAGUE, 
Theology, Doctrine 


JOSEPH M. SMITH, 
Missions 

GEORGE C. STUART, 
Preaching 


LOWELL G. COLSTON, 
Pastoral Care 


J. DANIEL JOYCE, 
New Testament 


HENRY K. SHAW, 
Library, Publications 





COURSES LEADING TO 
B.D. M.TH, MRE. and 
M.S.M. DEGREES. M.A. and 
M.S. DEGREES THROUGH 
BUTLER UNIVERSITY. 





For Catalogue and Information 
Write: PRESIDENT B. A. 
NORRIS, Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis 7, Indi- 
ana. 
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$190,000 Indianapolis “Activities Building” 
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THIS MONTH the new activities building of Southport Christian 
Church, Indianapolis, will be completed at a total cost of $190,000. 
The modern structure will contain 17,800 square feet and will serve 


for the present as a sanctuary 


and an education unit. The church 


was organized in 1958 and the building was started in May of this 
year. Membership of the church is 450. Fred C. McCoun is the pastor. 


5 Seminary Trustees 


INDIANAPOLIS—President Beauford 
A. Norris of Christian Theological 
Seminary here announced five new 
members have been named to the 
seminary board of trustees. 

The new trustees are Dr. A. Dale 
Fiers, president of the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, Indianap- 
olis; Dr. Kenneth B. Seeley, minis- 
ter of Central Christian Church, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan; Richard B. 
Stoner, vice-president of Cummins 


Engine Company, Columbus, Indi- 
ana; Harry Ice, attorney, Indianap- 
olis, and Dr. Beauford A. Norvis, 
Seminary president. 

Christian Theological Seminary, 
formerly School of Religion, Butler 
University, was incorporated Sep- 
tember 17, 1958. According to the 
bylaws of the seminary the number 
of trustees will be increased from 
ten to a total of 19 during the next 
two years. 


A completely revised and enlarged edition of 
the great anthology on the life of Christ 


Christ and the Fine Arts 






















e@ 100 art master- 
pieces with 
interpretations 


@ 116 best-loved 
hymns with 
interpretations 


@ 256 poems 
@ 76 stories 
@ 4 indexes 


By Cynthia Pearl Maus 


T= univeral favorite has been 
greatly revised to insure even 
greater popularity and use. 
Includes ten new full-page art 
reproductions,and many new 
stories and poems on the life of 
Christ have been added. 
“Worthy of a place in every 
Christian home.” 

—Christian Evangelist 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLER © $5.95 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
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Brotherhood News 


To Houston Council 


James H. Behler, executive secre- 
tary for the Christian Church Union 
of Indianapolis, has accepted a call 
to become executive secretary for 
the joint board of Christian churches 
of Harris County-Houston, Texas, 
succeeding Dr. James A. Crain, who 
is retired. Mr. Behler begins his 
work Sept. 1. 

Before going to the Indianapolis 
church union post he was national 
director of field administration in 
the department of institutional mis- 
sions of the United Society. 


Posthumous Citation 


National City Church, Washington, 
D. C., J. Warren Hastings, pastor, ap- 
proved, through its official board a 
resolution honoring the late Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Pinkerton, who died March 
12 at the age of 94. 








TITHING FILM 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD’’ 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minyte color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “‘The Quaker Miller’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 








NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
11th and Alder Eugene, Oregon 


EDUCATING WORKERS FOR THE CHURCH 











EUREKA COLLEGE 


EUREKA, ILLINOIS 


Takes pleasure in announcing the 


appointment to its Faculty of 


Dr. Chester Crow 


(until August 31, 1959, Secretary of 
Texas Board of Christian Churches) 


as 


Director of Pre-Ministerial Program 





A. T. DeGROOT 
ELMER D. HENSON Distinguished Professor 
Dean, Brite College of Church History 
¥ 7] 





~ 
HAROLD L. LUNGER 
Professor of 
Christian Ethics 
WILLIAM D. HALL 


Assoc. Professor 
of Missions 





_ 
CHARLES F. KEMP 
Distinguished Professor 
of Pastoral Care 





| 
GENTRY A. SHELTON | 


EACH OF THESE MEN is distinguished in 
his field. Together they give Brite College of 


the Bible, TCU, a program of unsurpassed 
quality and excellence in the training of youth 


for the ministries and vocations of the church. 


BRITE COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE, 
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY, Fort Worth 


Excelling in Higher Education since 1873 








Assoc. Professor 
Religious Education 





* 
ar ——- M. JACK SUGGS 
of Theology Professor of 


New sees % 


-_ 

JOHN W. STEWART 
Asst. Professor 

of Old Testament 














Films produced by 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH FILMS FOUNDATION, INC. 


are sound, colored, 16mm films, showing exclusively Christian 
Churches and Christian Church activities. 





Rental $12.50 from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
P. O. Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 





DEADLINE 

















AY on the 
Mhnisterial 
Rebel Rell... 





receive a special cash gift because of our sharing in the 


International Convention Communion Offering. 


This gift is sent over and above the regular relief checks to 
these veteran ministers, missionaries and their widows who 


faithfully served the church in years gone by. 


Participate in this fellowship, Sunday, August 30, 
at Denver Municipal Auditorium. 


PENSION FUND OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
800 Test Building 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 
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Interesting Portrait 


CHRISTIAN Theological Seminary 
has a valuable century-old portrait 
of Alexander Campbell which was 
painted by Nicola Marschall, a Ger- 
man artist who designed the Con- 
federate uniform and flag. 

Marschall emigrated to America in 
1849 and settled in Mobile, Ala. He 
joined the Confederacy at the out- 
break of the Civil War. After the 
war he became known as a portrait 
painter of Confederate officers. 

It is thought that Marschall 
painted the Campbell portrait at a 
time when the Disciples leader was 
using Marion, Ala., as an “operation 
base” on his tours in 1847 and in 
1859, following the fire which de- 
stroyed Bethany College in 1857. 

Campbell made several extended 
tours on behalf of Bethany. Marion 
was the center of the Disciples move- 
ment in that area at the period, per- 
haps because Alexander Graham had 
made it his headquarters. Campbell 
reported receiving $5,000 from a 
Bethany supporter at Marion, which 
wasn’t “hay” in those days. 

The painting shows Campbell at 
the age of 72. It is similar to the 
better known Bogle painting made 
the same year and is now at the 
Bethany Mansion, on the campus of 
Bethany College. It differs from the 
Bogle painting in that it gives Camp- 
bell a kinder, more mellow appear- 
ance. 

Interestingly at first glance it was 
apparent another painting was be- 
neath the Campbell portrait by 
Marschall. The x-ray revealed the 
figure of a little girl. After the 
painting was cleaned and expertly 
restored, the child disappeared. It 
is not known who she was. 

The portrait is an excellent like- 
ness of “patriarch Campbell’’—blue 
eyes, Roman nose, firm lips, strong 
chin and patriarchal beard, charac- 
teristics of the noted forebear of 
Disciples.—J. M. F. 
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GREAT NEW ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCE MATERIAL 


TO USE WITH THREE-YEAR-OLDS 


Mary took good care of Jesus 











I can help at home 


Enrich the nursery church school 
program with picture cards 


children take home each Sunday 


The “take-home pieces” you have been asking for 
are available for three-year-olds beginning this 
Fall! Quarterly packets contain 15 cards for the 
child, an instruction card for the teacher and one 
to be sent to parents at the beginning of each 
quarter. 


Each of the children’s cards will have a two-color 
picture and a line of text to help the child recall 
or relive an experience at church. The backs will 
suggest ways parents can use the card, give brief 
stories and list other stories from the pupil’s book 
to be read aloud. Thirteen cards will be for the 
child to take home each Sunday; two will be to 
send on special occasions such as his birthday, 
Christmas, Easter, when he is sick, absent, etc. 


Cards will correspond to sessions in At Church 
with Three-Year-Olds. Drawings, like the two 
reproduced here, will include biblical story pic- 
tures and child-life scenes. 


uarterly packet, 17 5” x 7" cards in envelope for 
& bila, § B > 3 ef 


WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION—Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 





Brotherhood News 





@ Warner Muir to Go 
To Edinburgh and Congo 


Tour for Minister 


Des MOINES, IA—Warner Muir, 
minister of University Christian 
Church here, was surprised one Sun- 





MIDWAY 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Midway, Kentucky 


Educational Opportunities 
Especially... 


For the capable, worthy young 
woman whose home has sus- 
tained the loss of a parent or 
parents through illness, disabil- 
ity, death or separation. 


For the deserving young woman 
with very limited or no financial 
resources. 
LEWIS A. PIPER 
President 





day morning recently when the con- 
gregation presented him with a 
check to be used next summer to at- 
tend the World Convention in Edin- 
burgh and to tour mission stations 
in the Belgian Congo. 

While Dr. Muir is on this extended 
trip, Mrs. Muir will be cared for by 
their daughter. Dr. Muir had been 
planning to attend the World Con- 
vention, but had not thought it pos- 
sible to go to the Congo. 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 








SELL FRESH PECANS 
Organizations earn extra money 
selling quality nuts. New crop 
available November 7. 

Write 
CRAWFORD’S 





370 Davis Avenue Mobile, Ala. 











Citation in Kansas 





—Howard $. Dunham 


INDIA MISSIONARY Tom Newton 
Hill (left) presents a certificate of 
recognition for the Groveland 
Church, McPherson, Kan., to E. A. 
Sawyer, while Chester E. Gleason, 
pastor, looks on. The citation rec- 
ognized achievements in missionary 
outreach. The church is giving as 
much for others as it is for local 
expense. 


The Graduate Seminary 
A Fully-Accredited Theological School 


Where Adequate Education Opens the Door to Service of the Church 


RECORDS SHOW— The Graduate Seminary Alumni Are Serving: 


As ministers in hundreds of Christian Churches, coast-to-coast, Canada-to-Gulf. 
As educators: Over 30 presidents, deans and teachers in colleges and seminaries. 
As chaplains: 30 men on active duty with the armed forces. 


As foreign missionaries: 40 in active service, under U.C.M.S., ‘in five lands; and eight of the 10 
in the last class which was commissioned in June are Phillipians. 
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On state staffs: 21 staff members in 11 states in varied positions. 


On national staffs: Many in key positions, with the great co-operative agencies: 


CuurRCH EXTENSION 


NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
UNIFIED PROMOTION 


UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
For the Service of the Church, Nothing Can Take the Place of Excellence in Teaching 


Costs Are Moderate. Preaching Opportunities Are Available. 
For Catalogue and Information, Address: 


Dean Stephen J. England, The Graduate Seminary 
PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY, Enid, Oklahoma | 


New Apartments Being Built. 
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THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT 
ASSOCIATION PLANS FOR 
THE DECADE OF DECISION 

DURING THE 1960's 


“Blessed are the merciful” is an implied 
commandment of the Gospel. 





Orval D. Peterson 


In February, 1886, a group of Christian women gathered in St. Louis to discuss the problem of 
the homeless children and the aging members of the Christian Churches who desperately needed 
a place to live. They prayed often and were deeply concerned because the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) had no channel for this service. Gradually a plan took shape, and on March 
10, 1887, the National Benevolent Association of the Christian Churches was chartered “to help 


the helpless, to give a home to the homeless, to provide care for the sick, and comfort for the 
distressed.” 





The beginning in a 5-room rented cottage, with second-hand furniture, has marked a significant 
span of service of mercy in the life of the Disciples of Christ. As it was never the intention of the 
NBA to provincialize its work, these Homes have developed from coast to coast where the need 
existed and the money was available. There are now 7 NBA Homes for Children and 10 for the 
Aging. Soon the 18th NBA Home will be in Kansas. These 73 years have witnessed planning 
and building, then expanding the buildings and remodeling again and again. Each NBA Home 


is the result of the enlarged social concept of churches, groups and leaders, and also of generous 
benefactors. 


The National Benevolent Association is in the functional church organization under World Out- 
reach. In order to meet the ever-expanding program of the churches’ needy children and aging 
people, it is imperative for the National Benevolent Association to plan for the next 10 years. 


Jesus did many things as He passed by. . . . His eyes were open. . . . He saw things. . . . He em- 
braced opportunities. . . . His healings were done as He came in contact with need. In the same 
spirit the National Benevolent Association wants to be equipped in the years ahead to help more 


people. It is distressing to turn away over 1,500 calls for service which we are unable to render 
each year. 


A special NBA “Decade of Decision” committee has been working with the various NBA Homes, 
studying their future plans for the next ten years. Dr. Kenneth M. Hay, of Dallas, is Chairman 
with committee members: Mrs. James H. Caldwell and J. Clare Hanna of Kansas City, Rev. 
James H. Welsh, of Pekin, Illinois, and Rev. Ocie E. Griffith, Jr., of St. Charles, Missouri. You 
will be reading about more specific plans in future Brotherhood periodicals and the NBA Family 
Talk, edited by Miss Jessie M. Burke. 

ORVAL D. PETERSON, President 


The National Benevolent Association 
of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





“The Christian” 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

I like the paper and wish there 
could be more articles on everyday 
Christian living. 

I think your paper’s name too long 
and agree with whoever suggested 
simply “The Christian.”—Mkrs. W. P. 
TYSON, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Read today’s 
editorial and rejoice. We have had 
a few hundred similar opinions be- 
tween Mrs. Tyson’s letter, and the 
one by John Hardy (CE-FR, Jan. 3, 
1959.) 


Workable Plan 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I am writing this letter to let you 
know what we have done for our 





MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 





Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


Gidbury 


hurch Worship Aids 
or over a quarter of a 
rite for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS 60. 


55 Sudbury Street, Boston 14, Mass. 













non-resident members who make up 
almost half of our roll book. This 
had been of great concern to our 
pastor and we finally found a suc- 
cessful method of reaching these 
people. 

A list was made of all non-resi- 
dent members, then came the task 
of finding their addresses. This work 
was done by contacting relatives and 
friends. 

A letter was then written by the 
pastor to the pastor in the area in 
which they live. As the letter states, 
the minister was to contact these 
people personally. 

The results were wonderful! We 
had appreciative letters from most 
of the ministers and here is a para- 
graph from one of the many letters 
we received from non-resident mem- 
bers: 

“IT was one of the inactive mem- 
bers on your church roll and had 
moved out of the state. It would 
take too long to write all the rea- 
sons, or excuses, I had for not at- 
tending church the past several 
years. It is impossible to list all the 
days of unhappiness, the worries and 
fears, the problems I struggled 
through. In October the minister 
called after receiving a letter from 
you. 

“In December my daughter made 
her confession of faith and was bap- 
tized—the next March, my husband, 
and in April, my son. I think others 
were helped by that letter. Several 
of our neighbors and friends started 
going to church again. I can’t take 
the credit for any of them, they just 
went along with me. If it hadn’t 
been for the letter and the follow- 
up call by the minister I wouldn’t 
have been going.” 

We are sending this information 
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JOHN R. COMPTON, President 


—— 


Letters ... 


to you with our prayer that you can 
find an effective way to present it 
to your readers.—Mrs. W. B. BuN- 
TIN, Palestine, Il. 

EDITOR’s COMMENT: This is an ex- 
cellent response to the problem 
raised in our editorial, “Do You Tag 
Them?” (July 12). What are you 
doing about it? 





Houston Event 





PARTICIPANTS in ground-breaking 
services for the Lake Forest Church, 
Houston, Tex., May 24, are shown 
by the plow used to break ground 
for the first unit, a fellowship hall 
to be used temporarily for worship. 

From left, are Dr. John Knowles, 
minister of First Christian Church, 
Houston, the president of the Joint 
Board of Christian Churches of 
Harris County; C. W. Brassfield, 
board chairman; D. L. Chadwick, 
building committee chairman; and 
S. A. Crouch, pastor. Also partici- 
pating were: W. P. Deatherage, Miss 
Linda Atkins, Mrs. John Gladden, 
L. L. Walker, Ray Starke and W. J. 
Roberts. 





THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


222 South Downey Ave. 


44th . i, rom 


August 22-28, 1960 


Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


Whedland Christian Claud 
Columbus, Ohio 


EMMETT J. DICKSON, Executive Secretary 
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Your Best MOVE... 





To Church Extension 


Seventy-five years of «xperience in the field of church erection and financing places Church Extension 
in a unique positieu to serve Christian churches throughout their building programs. 


Increased financial reserves have permitted Church Extension to expand its services to a six point 


program of General Counseling, Architectural Counseling, Fund-Raising, Savings Depository, Loans 
and New Church Assists. 


Your dollars, invested in a Church Extension savings account, make these services possible. 


OPEN YOUR Passbook Accounts Earn 31/,% Interest 
ACCOUNT NOW Investment Certificates Earn 4% Interest 
(Compounded semi-annually) 


Please send additional information to: 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 S. Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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‘*tYou Are What You Read’’ 


AWARD WINNER 


Trumpet Call of Reformation. By 
Oliver Read Whitley. Bethany Press. 
224 pages. $4.00. Winner of the 
1958 Bethany Book Award in the Dis- 
ciples of Christ category. 


The modern “trumpet call,” which 
the associate professor of sociology 
of religion at Iliff School of Theol- 
ogy would sound, beckons to Dis- 
ciples to enter into maturity. 

With great de- 
liberation 
and careful docu- 
mentation, t he 
author interprets 
Disciple history 
sociologically to 
show the devel- 
opment of de- 
nominational sta- 
tus. Aware of 
the typical Disci- 
ple reluctance to 
acknowledge this 
he shows, however, 





development, 
how those who are most opposed to 
denominational status have them- 


selves become a “well-defined and 
identifiable group.” This group, 
which stresses restorationism, has 
the common traits of an institution- 
alized sect. 

For those who wish to avoid the 
narrowness of the institutionalized 
sect, the inevitable alternative is to 
become a denomination: “the prob- 
lem ... is that of becoming mature 
and responsible as a denomination.” 

The author’s wish is not that the 
Disciples adopt what is often asso- 
ciated with denominations: com- 
fortable respectability and consolida- 
tion of institutional success. “Be- 
coming a denomination might mean 
instead the development of respon- 
sible Christian citizenship, both in- 
dividually and institutionally.” 

It is this last alternative which 
challenges any honest reader to con- 
sider seriously Whitley’s thesis. The 
ever-present Disciple tensions can, 
at least, be expressed creatively if 
Disciples will recognize their socio- 
logical progress from sect to denomi- 
nation. While abhorring and en- 
dgavoring to avoid the evils of de- 
nominationalism, Disciples can, 
nevertheless, strive to be an effec- 
tive and responsible denomination. 
—G. HuGH WILSON 
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GOSPEL MESSAGES 


March of the Year. By G. Curtis 
Jones. The Bethany Press. 192 pages. 
$3.50. 


G. Curtis Jones of Union Avenue 
Christian Church in St. Louis has 
given us a book of sermons entitled, 
March of the Year. Designed to 
aid ministers, workers, and worship- 
ers in preparing for stated occasions 
in the Church year, this volume is 
rich in life-centered illustrations. 
Based upon carefully selected por- 
tions of Scripture Dr. Jones has ably 
used Holy Writ in searching out and 
revealing Divine truth. 

The simple, moving style carries 
the reader along into contact with 
great segments of literature, music 
and art. Since the homilies of this 
volume were preached in the Union 
Avenue pulpit, the reader is easily 
caught up in a meaningful expres- 
sion of Christian truth and strength- 
ened through the means of spiritual 
inspiration. 

This book is useful in planning for 
a year of preaching. It is equally 
useful for anyone seeking guidance 
and strength for daily Christian liv- 
ing. One of the unfailing character- 
istics of Curtis Jones is his emphasis 
on Christian stewardship, which has 
been cogently incorporated in this 
book. 

Describing the purpose of a ser- 
mon, Halford Luccock has said, “For 
that is the test of preaching—Mon- 
day. ... The true test is not, how 
beautiful does it sound on Sunday? 
but, how available will it be on Mon- 
day; how will it undergird a person 
for the strain of Monday’s load; how 
will it rebuke a person for Monday’s 
temptation to pride and self-right- 
eousness and_ self-seeking; how 
strongly will it carry over to be a 
challenge and persuasion to the hard 
struggle to bring Monday’s world 
more into harmony with Sunday’s 
truth and with the purpose of Him 
who rose on a Sunday morning?” 
(p. 84, In the Minister’s Workshop.) 

March of the Year rises high in 
its reach toward fulfillment of these 
great words of description of a ser- 
mon. The use of this book will lead 
to vital preaching and those who 
read it will be better Christians.— 
KENNETH A. KUNTZ 


THE CHRISTIAN 


BIOGRAPHY 


Here Comes Elijah. By Frances 
Dunlap Heron. The Bethany Press. 
288 pages. $3.95. 


Have you ever heard of Elijah 
Dunlap? Probably not, because he 
is one of many individuals who are 
not known beyond the immediate 
community in which they live. Then 
why write a book about him? Most 
biographies have to do with the 
lives of famous men whom the pub- 
lic is eager to know better. 


In this book 
Elijah represents, 
as does the Tomb 
of the Unknown 
Soldier, a host of 
people who make 
a great contribu- 
tion life, but are 
not widely 
known. In this 
case, Elijah Dun- 
lap’s biography 
calls to attention 
one of the large 
number of loyal laymen in small 
town and open country churches 
who have believed deeply in the 
value of religion in the community 
and have given of themselves in 
service in order that the ‘church 
might uplift and inspire the people. 

The persons who enjoy stories of 
a generation recently gone by will 
have a wonderful time with Elijah 
and his family and neighbors in the 
Kingdom of Callaway in central Mis- 
souri. This delightfully readable ac- 
count will cause many a chuckle, 
but it will also cause one to reflect 
on his own responsibility toward the 
community of which he is a part, 
whether in town or country, city or 
suburb. 

How fortunate it is to have this 
readable work of Mrs. Heron’s con- 
cerning her father come into print 
the very year when the town and 
country church is being studied in- 
terdenominationally—W. ELBERT 
STARN 











BOOKS RECEIVED 


Psychoanalysis and Religious Mys- 
ticism. Pendle Hill Pamphlet No. 104. 
By David C. McClelland. Pendle Hill 
Pamphlets, Wallingford, Pennsylvania. 
32 pages. 35c (Paper). 

Pathway to the Fold. By Mabel M. 
Host. Greenwich Book Publishers. 82 
pages, $2.50. 

Prison Exposures, 


; By Robert Neese. 
Chilton Company. 


135 pages. $4.95. 
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McPHERSON, KANSAS—The Groveland Christian Church has been awarded a Certificate of Recognition for its record 
of giving to outreach causes of the Christian Churches through Unified Promotion, the Disciples of Christ “united 
fund” or “community chest.” Shown at presentation ceremonies are Mr. Tom Newton Hill, Mr. E. A. Sawyer, and 
the minister, Chester E. Gleason. 


Moving forward in their 
giving to ou treach causes 


5326 CHRISTIAN CHURCHES RECEIVE 
HONOR CERTIFICATES THIS YEAR 


« 


Certificates are issued in six categories indicating percentage of total receipts a church gives to regular 
budgets (undesignated) of state, national, and world outreach causes through Unified Promotion: 


CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 10%-14% 


COMMENDABLE SUPPORT 15%-19% 
PROGRESSIVE STEWARDSHIP 20%-24% 
BROTHERHOOD SERVICE 25%-29% 
DISTINCTIVE CHURCHMANSHIP 30%-49% 
MACEDONIAN GIVING 50% and up 


UNIFIED PROMOTION + Box 19036 * INDIANAPOLIS 19, INDIANA 


. . « the unified outreach of the Christian Churches 
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Let’s Talk It Over -Let’s Talk It Over Let's Talk It Over 


Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: What do you feel is 
the minister’s responsibility of 
winning people back to church at- 
tendance who have drifted away 
from the church? It seems to me 
that our minister could do a lot 
more along this line if he would 
call on these people and give it to 
them straight from the shoulder. 


ANSWER: Certainly the minister 
has some responsibility to attempt 
to arouse the indifferent, but so do 
the elders and the deacons and all 
the other active members of the 
church. 


Suppose we look at this problem 
and decide just what should be 
done for “sick” church members. 
First of all we will need to diag- 
nose the case. What about the 
case of Brother Touchy? He states 
that he has many aches and pains. 
His toes have been stepped on and 
his feelings have been hurt. His 
pulse is quite rapid, especially when 
some of the church members come 
near him. At times he seems to 
be allergic to ministers. 


What shall we prescribe in this 
case? Does he need a heavy dose 
of sugar pills or maybe some old- 
time “bitters”? It is altogether 
possible that his minister may be 
a poor diagnostician and if so he 
may descend on the brother like 
a ton of bricks and that will only 
make the patient worse. If the 
patient could be persuaded by some- 
one to go talk things over with 
the minister a cure is much more 
likely to be found. 


Let’s look at another case—that 
of Mrs. Blatant. She has tongue 
trouble. The muscles seem to have 
weakened and she has no control 
over her tongue. She does not at- 
tend church but she does go to 
some of the women’s meetings and 
on the slightest provocation tells 
the people there that she does not 
come to church because the min- 
ister never calls on her and, 
furthermore, she did not like the 
sermon he preached last Easter. 

Just where does the minister 
take hold of a condition like that? 
If he calls she perhaps thinks 


someone told him to call and if he 
does not call he proves her point 
that he is too lazy to look after 
his flock. 


There is an even more prevalent 
disease among church members. 
It is sleeping sickness. The malady 
usually hits the patient about 
seven o’clock on Sunday morning 
and the patient recovers just in 
time for the Sunday dinner (which 
he wants exactly at twelve o’clock) 
and he is usually feeling just fine 
in time for the Sunday afternoon 
drive out to Aunt Mary’s where he 
hopes to get some strawberries— 
free. These cases are not hope- 
less if they can be challenged to 
do something for the church that 
will put purpose in their lives. 


In a more serious vein let me 
say that any good pastor must be 
a physician to sick souls. The dea- 
con and his wife who go to the 
cocktail party on Saturday night 
and sleep it off on Sunday morn- 
ing are sick in body and soul and 
at times the minister must use the 
shock treatment. The husband and 
wife who try to build a home on 
the shifting sands of heated argu- 
ments so that on Sunday morning 
when one wants to take the family 
to church the other refuses to co- 
operate must be reminded that the 
wages of sin are death. 


To expect any minister to per- 
form miracles with all of these 
sick people is like expecting the 
doctor to perform miracles with an 
incurable disease. However, the 
doctor would be subject to criticism 
if he took only cases of illness that 
he was sure could be quickly 
healed. The minister who refuses 
to face up to his task as a healer 
of souls will not be able to live 
at peace with his congregation or 
with himself. 


The first task of the minister is 
to “give them to eat.” Each Sun- 
day morning he must come into 
his pulpit not to announce the 
launching of a new sputnik but 
to tell of the Great Healer who by 
his spirit can make men whole. 
If you demand great sermons from 
your minister you must help him 


by F. E. Davison 


preach that kind by being in the 
pews to give your eager response 
to his efforts. 

One evening I started out to call 
on a family that I knew did not 
like the minister and had made 
some effort to unseat him. I drove 
up in front of the house but argued 
with myself that they were not 
home even though I had seen a 
light in the kitchen. I drove on 
but I did drive around the block. 
The next time around I decided 
I would call the next night but I 
knew all the time that I had a 
meeting the next evening. The 
third time around I stopped and 
got up on the porch. 


When I rang the bell I found 
myself hoping the doorbell was out 
of order so I could leave my card 
and run. No such luck! The door 
opened and I was invited in. We 
had a very pleasant visit together. 
I said nothing about their com- 
plaints but the next Sunday they 
were in the pews and before the 
passing of many weeks they were 
active in the work of the church 
and seemed to be rather enthusi- 
astic about their minister. I am 
not guaranteeing that all calls on 
the disgruntled will turn out as 
this one did, but I do insist that 
the calls should be made. 


thailitl 


“Please don’t awaken him. 
Sunday morning’s his only 
chance to sleep fate!‘ 





